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That with our modern methods of cooking and pre¬paring food, there is no well recognized use for the
tonsil.
That diseases of the tonsils are generally the re¬
sult of microorganisms or an underlying dyscrasia or
constitutional taint of system.
That in health the follicles contain mucus and ex¬
foliated epithelial cells, and that cultures of the con¬
tents are negative.
That in enlarged and diseased tonsils the contents
of the follicles are filled with pathological products,
the result of retrograde metamorphosis and fatty de¬generation. Cultures made from their contents show
the presence of microorganisms.That impure air will not cause tonsillitis if the
follicles are in a healthy condition, and there is ab¬
sence of germs.
That pathogenic germs are not so apt to develop if
the follicles are in a healthy condition.
That the condition of general enlargement of
lyphoid tissue called "lymphoidism" depends upon
a constitutional condition in the majority of cases,
and requires constitutional as well as local treat¬
ment.
That tonsillitis and other inflammatory diseases of
the tonsils are not always of rheumatic origin.
That the anti-rheumatic remedies that relieve this
class of troubles, do so on account of their anti-germproperties.
That inflammation of the tonsils may take place in
the follicle or in the adenoid tissue.
That in the partial destruction of the tonsils andfollicles,we very often have inflammation taking place
on account of the closing of the orifices of the remain¬
ing portion of the follicles.
That true hypertrophy of the tonsil seldom if ever
takes place.
That we often have hyperplasia of the tonsils.
That enlarged tonsils are usually a combination of
hypertrophy and hyperplasia.
That every enlarged tonsil is a pathological pro¬
duct, and that it is a tumor.
SOME OF THE ADVANTAGES OF SECTION
WORK IN THE AMERICAN MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION—ADDRESS OF THE
CHAIRMAN.
Read in the Section of Laryngology and Otology at the Forty-third Annual Meeting of the American Medical Association,held at Detroit, Mich., June, 1892.
BY CHARLES H. BURNETT, A.M., M.D.,
OF PHILADELPHIA, PA.
Permit me to thank you for the honor you have con¬
ferred upon me in making me your chairman for
this year. I welcome you to this meeting and ask
your indulgence in reading you a few thoughts on
the advantages of Section work in the American
Medical Association.
The importance of the creation of Sections for
the consideration and discussion of various branches
of medical and surgical science, in the American
Medical Association, has not yet been fully appre¬
ciated and can never be over estimated. It may be
said boldly that the scientific value of the meetings
of this Association can be maintained only by theSection-plan as now fully organized. I would even
go as far as to say that the continuance of the seien-
tifie life of the American Medical Association can
be maintained only in this way.Such being the case, more time should be allowed!
for Section work, and less time taken up by the gen¬
eral meetings of the Association. Let the latter be
purely of an executive nature and much shorter than
they have been in the past. The various addresses,
on medicine, surgery, hygiene,etc., heretofore read at
the general meetings of the Association should be
read before the correlated Sections. These addresses
heretofore read before the Association in full assem¬
bly could be converted into Section transactions;let those hear who are specially interested in the
subject, but let the other Sections go on with their
special work at the same time. This method would!
save the time of hundreds of busy men, who would
come more willingly a long way to attend these
meetings, if they knew such a plan, as suggested,
would enable them to devote more time and atten¬
tion to the Section or Sections of their special choice.But men who desire to read and to hear papers on
special subjects, will not take the time to write a
paper or attend the meetings of the Association, if
they fear that the meetings of the Sections will be toohurried to listen to papers, or what is still more im¬portant, to discuss them. This plan would divorce
all scientific work from the executive sessions of
the Association, a disunion in every way desirable.The members most interested in scientific investi¬
gation and its fraternal discussion in the various
Sections would find all they desire. While those
more interested, perhaps, in the executive and legis¬lative affairs of the Association, would find ample-time for their very important labors, untrammeled!by any scientific address, or its discussion. Some;
such plan as this would please all tastes and bring a··larger number of physicians to the meetings of theAssociation, because each member, no matter what
his special bent be, would know before he leaves
home that he will be able to hear only what he mostdesires to hear, and what is still more inviting to the-
average man, that he will obtain a hearing, in his.
chosen Section.
A simultaneous meeting of Sections and of the As¬
sociation for general business is greatly to be depre¬
cated, as such a plan would lead to impairment ofattendance and activity in the meetings of the generalAssociation and of the Sections. All delegates-
should attend the general sessions of the Associa¬
tion. Therefore there should be no hindrance to
such an attendance by meetings of Sections at the
same time. The opportunity offered some years agoby this Association for several thousand Americanphysicians from Maine to Texas and ocean to ocean,to meet annually in Sections, has been embraced in
such a way and to such an extent as to justify the
request to shorten the general sessions and lengthenthe time allotted for the meetings of the Sections.So far as pertains to the scientific work of this en¬
tire Association it matters little who are its president
and subordinate officers ; it is impossible for them to-be bad as long as the membership is good. But it is«
very important that the Association shall be able to»
induce the profoundest students of scientific sub¬jects, of value to the medical profession and the·
community at large, to come to its meetings and laybefore it the results of their labors. Such men will-
come to the meetings if conducted on the Section
plan, and they will stay away if they are not so.con¬ducted.
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The establishment of the Sections as we now have
them has prevented the Association from rapid de¬generation into a purely social excursion. A fur¬
ther development of the^plan, enabling the Sections
to have more time and the general meetings of theAssociation, less time, will make it a scientific medi¬
cal power in the country and in the world, and draw
into its embrace the best workers in our profession
throughout the United States. This will enable theAssociation to keep pace with other organizations
which have already made use of the Section-plan of
work, with results in the character of their member¬
ship and quality of their published transactions, of
which we as Americans should be proud, and which
we as members of the American Medical Association
should endeavor to obtain in our meetings. The
American Medical Association will always possess
the great advantage in meeting anually, thus enab¬
ling investigators to lay their results before a scien¬
tific body once a year.So much for the application of the principle of
Section work to the Association at large. What
shall we say of, and for ourselves? This Section is
four years old, having been created in 1888. At the
first meeting in Newport thirty-three papers were
read, at its second meeting in Nashville, fourteen
were read, at its third meeting, a year ago, in Wash¬
ington only ten papers were read, though more werepromised. This falling off was probably due to the
illness of the chairman for that year. This year, as
we are pleased to see, there are forty-four papers an¬
nounced on the programme. The American Medical
Association is the Charlemagne of the profession of
medicine in this country; let this Section cherish
the ambition of being its valiant and faithful Or¬
lando.
Having been fortunate enough to succeed in ob¬
taining the creation of Sections, and now having
expressed the hope of gaining more time for Section
work, by shortening the hours of the general sessions
of the Association, it behooves us to go to work in
earnest and make the existence of this Section of
value to ourselves, and the profession. A direct and
quick way of doing this is to prepare a paper, and
attend the meeting and read it. The selection of
papers deserving publication, their edition, and all
matter pertaining to their publication should they
increase greatly in number, might be left.to a care¬
fully chosen publication-committee. The discussionsprovoked by the papers read should be carefully re-
ported'by a stenographer, as they are generally as
valuable as the essays.
Surely there is no channel in this country through
which so large a number of physicians interested in
Otology, Rhinology and Laryngology,can convey their
views and the results of their labors to so large a
number of intelligent hearers and readers as through
this Section of the American Medical Association.
Therefore, whoever is in earnest in his special work
and in the desire and intention to communicate the
results of his labors and have them discussed, and
to learn from the writings and observations of others,
should not fail to embrace the chance of doing these
offered in this Section. Having obtained such an
arena, from the parent Association, pride should
prompt us to fill it with able contestants for theprizes sure to be gained by good scientific work.
The presentation of good papers before any Section
will tend to keep away bad ones. I know of an in-
stance in which a member, not of this Section, onceput himself on the programme as prepared to present
a paper. When his turn came to read his essay andhis name was called, he was absent. In explanation
of his failure to appear he said he had heard so
many good papers read, superior to his own, that
when his turn came he was ashamed to read his
essay. Hence one good result of presenting worthy
papers is to keep out valueless articles. Men who
might have come to palm off poor stuff upon an un¬
organized assemblage, may remain to learn when
they attend a session of a well-organized Section.Thus not only the general average of excellence inthe papers emanating from the American MedicalAssociation is elevated, but its function as a teacher
of the profession is amplified. Here the rhinologist
and laryngologist may become better aurists whilethe aurist becomes a better rhinologist. Thus our
usefulness as practitioners is increased and our pa¬tients benefited by our increased knowledge. Forin this Section, as in any other, those interested in
the same subjects can meet, discuss and learn to
know not only one another but one another's ideas.Thus, we can realize the truth of the Chinese sayingthat " one can learn more of a man's views by half
an hour's conversation with him, than by reading
all his written works."
" Not by the possession of truth, but by the search
after it, are the faculties of man enlarged, and inthis alone consists his ever growing perfection."Such are the words of Lessing. May we not ponderthese words with advantage and apply them to our¬
selves in this Section? We possess the facts rela¬
ting to our specialty, of value to ourselves and others,
and we are also seeking for more. Let us assemblehere, impart to one another what we know and thus
aid one another in the search for more truth. This
will enlarge our faculties and lead to the general
perfection of the Section, so that our individual im¬
perfections shall be cleared away in its ever-growingperfection.
PAPILLOMA OF THE LARYNX.
Read in the Section oí Laryngology and Otology, at the Forty-thirdAnnual Meeting of the American Medical Association, held atDetroit, Mich., June, 1892.
BY ROBERT D. GIBSON, M.D.,
OF YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO.
The frequency with which papilloma of the larynx
are met, and the difficulty often experienced in their
removal prompts me to bring the subject before thisbody for consideration.
About 70 per cent, of laryngeal growths are of apapillomatous nature, and experience has shown that
they rarely return if thoroughly removed and the
stump carefully cauterized.
As to the methods of removal and means of cauter¬
izing the stump, I would ask your attention for a
few moments.
Small growths in accessible positions may begrasped with the forceps and removed without diffi¬
culty, and the stump may be cauterized with any of
the usual chemical caustics ; but those partly con¬
cealed and the larger growths with broad attach¬
ments (sessile) are not readily grasped with the for¬
ceps. These are torn off by pieces, and the operation
is more or less incomplete, leaving much to be done
by subsequent cauterization. For this purpose the
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